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Honorable Pete V. Domenici
United States Senate
Washington, D,C. 20510
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Dear Senator Domenici: FEDERAL ~OYMUMCAT!(wS Cili/MISSION

~
(fHCE OFTHE SECRETARY

This is in reply to your letter of April 30, 19 3, in which you inquired on
behalf of your constituent, George Duncan, reg ding the Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 7 FR 54034 (1992+. This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Comrniss'on's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. I have enclosed for your
information a copy of that part of the Notice that describes the numerous
proposals, plus a discussion paper released March 1, 1993. Questions 8 and 16
of the discussion paper specifically'address the issues your constituent is
concerned about. In sum, the proposed rules would not make any e~Jipment

obsolete in this century, plus the final rules will take the special needs of
rural users into account.

We are sensitive to the needs of users of private land mobile radio spectrum
and the impact that these proposals may have on their radio systems, including
the costs of required modifications. Your constituent's letter will be
included in the record of the proceeding and will be fully evaluated when we
develop final rules.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. We expect to issue
final rules in 1994.

Sincerely,

c!~kr-'-'
~VRichard J. Shiben

Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
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April 30, 1993

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

~CnHe() ~£a£ez ~ena{c

NEW MEXICO

PETE Y. DQMENICI

"~'

Linda T. Solheim
Director, Legislative Affairs
F.C.C.
1919 M Street, NW
Room 808
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Linda:

Because of my desire to be responsive to all inquiries
directed to me, and knowing that you share this desire, the
attached letter is referred to you for consideration.

I would very much appreciate your evaluating the information
presented and taking whatever action is required to resolve the
situation. I appreciate your consideration of this request,
recognizing that it will be taken within the context of your
existing procedures.

At your earliest convenience, I would be grateful for your
findings and views, in duplicate form. Please send your response
to the attention of Keith Nelson.

Siric~~~i~,
, _~fJ

~j- .,
Pete V. DomenlCl
United States Senator
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BLOOMFIELD, NEW MEXICO 87413

P. O. BOX 1839

March 24, 1993

Senator Pete V. Domenici
SD-427
Washington, DC 20510-3101

Dear Senator Domenici,

915 NORTH FIRST

p'HdNt: 632-8096

The Federal Communications Commission is proposing the re-farming
of radio frequencies in the Public Safety radio band as well as
other bands. This proposal contained 1n Notice of Proposed
R~lemaking No. 92-235 was released on November 6, 1992.

These proposed rules would affect public safety communications
adversely in several ways:

1. Radio equipment presently 1n service would be obsolete
upon the proposed effective date of January 1, 1996.

2. Obsolescence of present radio equipment would mandate
that we purchase new equipment which could impact this
department by $55,000.00 to $65,000.00 at today's prices.

3. Restrictions on antennae height would dramaticall y reduce
our radio coverage area and force us to acquire
additional hilltop radio sites to maintain this coverage,
thus additional cost would be incurred.

4. The consolidation of radio services would force fire, law
enforcement and emergency medical services to compete
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with Forest~y~Conservation, Local Government (street
maint.) and Highway Maintenance for available radio
frequencies.

I realize that the re-farming of frequencies 1S most probably
needed I especi all yin rna jar met rap a I i tan areas I how eve r rur-a 1
America will be affected operationally and fiscally and within a
time frame that is not realistic. As a very minimum ten to fifteen
years should be given to allow fire departments and communities at
large to prepare for these changes.

I respectfully request your support in this matter- and if I may be
of assistance please contact me.

YQ;0~::::'
~\1~0G\grge Duncan
Chief
Bloomfield Fire Department
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